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Harvard College’s General Interest Publication

Staff Writer Program

We’re seeking creative, insightful Harvard students with very strong writing skills to become Tuesday Magazine staff writers. Staff writers are a central creative body of our publication. They meet weekly in a workshop-style setting to discuss current creative projects and brainstorm new literary and nonfiction, features-based content for the magazine. They also work closely with members of the editorial board, receiving intensive, one-on-one guidance for revision.  A close collaboration among art, design, editorial, and writing boards makes Tuesday the only magazine whose aesthetic is the result of meshing all talents of each respective staff board. Because Tuesday Magazine is a general interest magazine, we seek writers specializing in all different genres – and, more specifically, writers who are willing to work with staff and editors on pieces that may take them out of their “comfort zone” to explore new arenas of thought and technique. Staff writers are expected to attend one to two weekly meetings and to regularly submit work for publication. If you are interested in exploring your writing talent with a tightly knit group of committed, quirky, and imaginative students, please apply to become a staff writer.

We do not believe in subjecting potential staff writers to a “comp.”  Instead, we have a brief application and interview process, after which qualified candidates are invited to join our magazine as full members. We feel that this increases the quality both of our staff and of the writing that we publish; we’re proud to be the only widely distributed Harvard magazine that follows this format.  

A reminder that the due date for applications is Monday, February 6 at noon. Please email your application to emily.m.boggs@college.harvard.edu and arobinson@college.harvard.edu. Essay answers are evaluated based on quality rather than quantity, so feel free to elaborate, but remain concise.

Thanks for considering Tuesday; we hope to see your application!

[image: image2.png]AAAAAAAA




Staff Writer Application, Part I

Feel free to use additional space as needed.

Name:

E-mail:

Dorm:






Year:

Dorm phone:





Cell phone:

Concentration:

1) How much does reading influence your writing style? Is your writing of the same genre as your preferred reading? In what forms and genres do you like to write?

2) What other commitments do you have at this point? How flexible are they in relation to your responsibilities as a staff writer?

3) Who, and/or what, is William Jennings Bryan? Could he or it dance?  

4) What is the blue carbuncle?

5) The staff writer board is going to try embarking on several new special projects this semester, such as collaborations with illustrators and the Editorial Board and development of an online venue for our writing. Would you be interested in any such projects? Do you have any of your own ideas for projects?

6) Is there anything else you would like to add? 

7) Please include some sample writing with your application. Please avoid including more than twelve pages.

Staff Writer Application, Part II
In the workshop setting, staff writers will often be required to critique one another’s work, not only for depth and accuracy, but also for manipulation of genre. With this in mind, we ask that all applicants read the following piece and then express an opinion about the piece’s quality, style, and form in the space provided below.

      Very early in my life it was too late. It was already too late when I was eighteen. Between eighteen and twenty-five my face took off in a new direction. I grew old at eighteen. I don’t know if it’s the same for everyone, I never asked. But I believe I’ve heard of the way time can suddenly accelerate on people when they’re going through even the most youthful and highly esteemed stages of life. My aging was very sudden. I saw it spread all over my features one by one, changing the relationship between them, making the eyes larger, the expression sadder, the mouth more final, leaving great creases in the forehead. But instead of being dismayed I watched this process with the same sort of interest I might have taken in the reading of a book. And I knew I was right, that one day it would slow down and take its normal course. The people who knew me at seventeen, when I went to France, were surprised when they saw me again two years later, at nineteen. And I’ve kept it ever since, the new face I had then. It has been my face. It’s got older still, of course, but less, comparatively, than it would otherwise have done. It’s scored with deep, dry wrinkles, the skin is cracked. But my face hasn’t collapsed, as some with fine features have done. It’s kept the same contours, but its substance has been laid waste. I have a face laid waste.

Staff Writer Application, Part II.5
Please answer the following questions within the space provided:

1) Seriously. What is the blue carbuncle? The Baku wants you to tell it. 

2) What happened on page 321 of your novel/autobiography?

3) What happened when the line broke?

Staff Writer Application, Part III

In an effort to publish high-quality nonfiction work, Tuesday Magazine often requests that its staff writers develop essays. Each essay usually starts as a brief abstract, and if the piece shows potential in terms of creativity and enthusiasm, it grows into a work of publishable length. 

With that in mind, we invite you to write a 150-200 word essay on any subject which comes to mind.  Example topics (which you may not choose) include: action figures, cockroaches, Canada. Be expressive—enjoy yourself.
